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created the design for the logo; Dave Jackson
with Zadmer Enterprises, the general con-
tractor, and Luis Lopez with Fairfax County
Department of Public Works, who will be re-
sponsible for maintaining the plaza.

Finally, 1 would like to recognize the spon-
sors who contributed to making the memorial
possible. Benefactors were Fine Landscaping,
William and Gina Luraschi, Pete and Sara
Hilgartner, the Allen Family, Luck Stone, Eliza-
beth S. Hooper Foundation, Totaro & Associ-
ates, William and Mary Callan, Seneca Exca-
vating, M. Sheila and Torn Rabaut, and Foley
Construction. Patrons were Thomas Hoffman,
Turner Construction, Virginia Ground Cover,
Hanover Architectural Products, Zadmer En-
terprises, Great Falls Electric and Legg Mason
Wood Walker Inc.

| am inserting for the RECORD a news article
from The Times Community Newspaper which
reports on the dedication of the memorial and
the ceremony held last week.

[From the Times Community Newspaper,

Nov. 16, 2004]
FREEDOM MEMORIAL DEDICATED IN GREAT
FALLS
(By Beverly Crawford)

The long-awaited Freedom Memorial in
Great Falls was dedicated Saturday with an
hour-long celebration that featured govern-
ment officials and comments by former U.S.
Solicitor General Ted Olson.

Dranesville Supervisor Joan DuBois (R)
presided over a ceremony that included U.S.
Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10th), Del. Vincent Cal-
lahan (R-34th), Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors Chairman Gerry Connolly (D),
Dranesville Library Board Representative
Roger Sudduth, Fairfax County Library Di-
rector Sam Clay and former Dranesville Su-
pervisor Stuart Mendelsohn, who launched
the initiative during his second term. Fair-
fax County Executive Anthony Griffin was
also among the guests.

““My mission here today is to tell you a lit-
tle bit about this committee,” said Pete
Hilgartner, a former U.S. Marine officer who
proposed the memorial and chaired the 20-
member committee that designed the memo-
rial and raised some $100,000 to pay for it.

Hilgartner thanked each of the committee
members individually: vice chairman Mike
Kearney; Luis Lopez, of Fairfax County’s De-
partment of Public Works; Katayoon Shaya,
of the Department of Planning and Develop-
ment; Mark Peters; Linda Lammersen; Paul
Gysan; Beau Dietrich; Marge Gersic; Boy
Scout Grant Johnson and his mother, Ellen;
Bob and Janet Pattavina; Nancy Wilson; Bill
TenEyck; Glen Sjoblom; Milburn Sanders;
Hilgartner’s wife, Sara; and Andrew
Pendergrass.

Hilgartner said that, when he organized
the committee, ‘““We recognized fairly quick-
ly that we had a unique group of people”
whose patience and ability to work together
saw the project through.

“l am so proud of you on my committee
that | can’t see straight,” Hilgartner said.
“You have forever made a difference in my
life.”

“This project would not have happened
without Mike Kearney,”’ he said.

Kearney thanked the Allen family on River
Bend Road for donating the rock that forms
the centerpiece of the memorial, and he
thanked Betty Nalls Swartz, their neighbor,
for proposing that it be used.

Kearney said the money raised by Brogue
Charities was topped off with a $15,000
matching donation from the Elizabeth S.
Hooper Foundation. Local businesses do-
nated money and in-kind services for the me-
morial.
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Sanders, one of Dranesville’s representa-
tives to the Fairfax County History Commis-
sion, identified the names for an ‘““honor
roll’” of 13 Civil War soldiers who died at the
Battle of Dranesville on Dec. 20, 1861; five
people who died in World War I1; and the six
people from Great Falls who died Sept. 11,
2001, when American Airlines Flight 77
crashed into the Pentagon.

Mendelsohn read each of their names as a
member of the King Ringers, a handbell
choir, sounded a bell for each name. “They
gave all they had to keep us free,”
Mendelsohn said.

Hilgartner and DuBois placed a wreath at
the memorial, and a ribbon was cut to sym-
bolize its opening.

The flags of the United States, Virginia
and Fairfax County were raised by members
of Boy Scout Troop 1577.

Olson said his wife, Barbara, and the five
other people from Great Falls were ‘‘vi-
ciously wrenched from ordinary acts of liv-
ing’’ on Sept. 11, 2001.

“They were instruments of monstrous acts
of violence,” wrought by people who slaugh-
tered ‘“‘the most innocent and vulnerable
among us to show their anger,” Olson said.

Six weeping cherry trees were planted at
the entrance to the memorial to commemo-
rate their lives.

———

THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
NATIVE AMERICAN YOUTH ASSO-
CIATION

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 19, 2004

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, it gives
me great pleasure to recognize the Native
American Youth Association (NAYA) for thirty
years of diligent work in serving the Native
community in the Portland Metropolitan area.
Aiding Native American youth and families,
NAYA Family Center has answered an impor-
tant call to reach the urban Indian population
in Portland, estimated to be 31,000 people
strong.

As Native American high school students
experience a dropout rate 13.3 percent higher
than the national average, the need for youth
intervention is clear. NAYA Family Center has
tirelessly pursued these issues with a focus on
providing the cultural, educational, family, eco-
nomic, spiritual, and leadership resources nec-
essary to deliver service to this important pop-
ulation.

NAYA worked as a volunteer-based service
provider for 20 years, incorporating as an offi-
cial 501(c)(3) non-profit organization in 1994.
Now, in 2004, thirty years from the beginning,
it is my honor to recognize the organization’s
first “Celebrating Native American Month” de-
velopment dinner.

———————

HONORING STEPHEN NADAL

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 19, 2004

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and achievements of Stephen
Nadal, who passed away on November 5 at
the young age of 35. Mr. Nadal made great
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contributions to the Asian Pacific Islander
American (APIA) community throughout his
lifetime, and he will be fondly remembered by
his family, friends and members of the com-
munity whose lives he touched. Stephen is
survived by his fiancé and mother.

Stephen spent several years working for
nonprofit organizations, and he successfully
coordinated several projects focused on social
justice. His efforts focused on empowering the
APIA community, and he worked tirelessly to
educate the public about the importance of
voting and community involvement.

Stephen most recently served as the coordi-
nator for the APIA Vote 2004 project in the
great state of Washington. APIA Vote 2004 is
a national coalition of non-partisan nonprofit
organizations that encourages civic participa-
tion and promotes a better understanding of
public policy and the electoral process among
the APIA community.

Stephen’s contributions to this organization
were instrumental in mobilizing APIA voters in
Washington for the 2004 election. Through his
untiring efforts, over 1600 APIAs in the state
were contacted, with nearly 900 APIA individ-
uals pledging to vote in the election.

Additionally, Stephen coordinated an AIDS
awareness campaign in the state of Wash-
ington and successfully organized several
events that spread public awareness of AIDS
while raising funds for nonprofit AIDS organi-
zations. He also helped build Art Corps, a
nonprofit organization that provides excellent
arts education opportunities to young people.

For his outstanding devotion and service to
his community, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the life of Stephen Nadal. Al-
though he will be greatly missed, Stephen will
forever be remembered for his constant com-
mitment and motivation. He is truly an inspira-
tion to us all.

——————

A SALUTE TO WRHI AND WRHM

HON. JOHN M. SPRATT, JR.

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 19, 2004

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
salute two radio stations that have brought
years of broadcasting excellence to the citi-
zens of North and South Carolina. On Decem-
ber 14, 2004, WRHI marks its 60th anniver-
sary, and its sister station, WRHM, joins in
celebrating its 40th anniversary.

WRHI, 1340 AM, serves much of York
County, South Carolina, including my home-
town of York. | was two years old when it first
went on the air in 1944, and, I'm proud to say;
its been a part of my life and a bedrock of our
community ever since.

WRHM, 107 FM, covers 15 counties, from
the Upstate to the State Capital, and from
Rockingham to York.

WRHI and WRHM have prospered all these
years because of people like Manning Kimmel
and Allan Miller. Together, they make up the
leadership of Our Three Sons Broadcasting.
They acquired WRHI in 1984 and WRHM in
1987, and along with their cracker jack staff,
they have spent years making sure the sta-
tions were top-notch facilities. But above keep-
ing pace with technology, they've kept pace
with their community. As Manning says, “We
have an obligation to be its voice, to discuss
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